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A Preliminary Study of the Process by Which
Japanese High School Students Choose
an Overseas University
(Cases in Which Overseas Exchange Program Alumni Go to
an English-Speaking-Country)

Aya IWAMOTOA

Abstract: The purpose of this study is to explain the process by which Japanese high
school students who had already experienced an overseas exchange program chose a
university in an Englsh-speaking-country. 10 university students who had already
participated in an exchange program and then had considered spending their whole
university life abroad were interviewed. The data were then analyzed with the
Modified Grounded Theory Approach. The process was explained as follows: they had
developed an image of their future selves through their exchange experiences,
especially through the interactive classes they had experienced during the exchange
program, and feeling that they would be limited by the learning culture in Japan, had
determined that studying abroad for university would help them attain that image.
Keywords: study abroad, overseas exchange program during high school, university
choice, English-speaking-country, M-GTA
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