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Educational Effects of Overseas Internships for Science and Technology

JA—-NILAMERBEHRE $6EHE1S5 (2018)

2

K E—A A BB B B EAC

Majors
Hirokazu NAGATAA, Mayu KASHIMURAB, Yoshihito SHIRAIC

Abstract: As attention has been drawn to the fact that there is a lack of future
engineers in Japan who will support Japan’s globalization, focus has been turned to
overseas internships for science and technology majors to improve the situation. In this
case study, 11 research participants were asked to take interviews about their overseas
internship experiences. The collected data were analyzed by utilizing M-GTA (Modified
Grounded Theory Approach). The results show how experiences in overseas
internships influence Japanese students majoring in science and technology in terms
of selecting a career path, sustaining a willingness to work abroad, and improving
motivation to use and study English. It is concluded that the research participants’
experiences in overseas internships will broaden their views on global human
resources by learning the strength of Japanese companies and adapting to cultural and
religious diversity at their workplaces. What they learned had a positive influence on
their career path and willingness to work abroad, and also raised their self-efficacy.
With regard to their motivation to use and study English, some of the students were
reluctant to study English harder after their overseas internships, although they
reported that their anxiety to use English decreased.

Keywords: overseas internship, career path, willingness to work abroad, qualitative
approach
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