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Basic Research for Considering the Importance of Reviewing
Knowledge about Japan in a Study Abroad Preparation
Program

Takanort ADACHIA

Abstract: Japanese university students studying abroad are frequently asked questions
about their home country, but a survey conducted on a group of semester study abroad
returnees!) suggests that they may not be adequately prepared to answer these
questions. Because university students who fail to answer basic questions about their
own country would be put in an embarrassing situation and their contribution to
disseminating information about Japan to people abroad would be diminished, the
author argues that a study abroad preparation program should include a review of their
knowledge about Japan. To develop such a program, information about (1) the kinds of
questions that are asked and (2) the frequency with which they are asked are needed.
To collect these data, a questionnaire was distributed to university students who had
finished a semester of ESL program in an English-speaking country. The result
indicated that everyday topics such as food and culture were much more frequently
asked about than topics in social issues. The analysis of each question also revealed
that the questions can be grouped into a 4 X 3 matrix based on the types of questions
(e.g., ones that ask for factual information versus ones that ask for opinions) and the
necessity to answer them adequately (e.g., embarrassing versus not so embarrassing,
if not answered properly). Based on these findings, the importance of carefully selecting

the topics and types of questions for the content of the preparation program is discussed.

Keywords: learning about Japan, introducing Japan, study abroad preparation
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