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MBI
Developing Multi-lingual Human Resources for a Globalized Marketplace:

The International Education Program at Kochi National University

M. J. Sharpe® * K. FujimuraB

Across Japan efforts are being made to internationalize universities. The following article outlines
the methods by Kochi University’s International Education Program to promote the international-
ization of human resources through development of pragmatic foreign language competencies.

Key words: Global citizen, Global English, International Education, Study Abroad Program,
English for Specific Purposes
Introduction

Established in 2013 as one of the Tosa Saki Gake (Innovative Human Development) Programs
(TSP), the International Education Program (IEP) aims at fostering young people with a global,
forward-thinking outlook. This article discusses the program’s organization, objectives, methodolo-

gies and outcomes.

2. Organization

IEP has three full-time faculty members, a director and two deputy directors, and also employs
adjunct faculty members from both within and outside the university to teach special lec-
tures/seminars.
A maximum of 10 new students is admitted to the program per year, so at any one time the student
population is no more than 40. Currently this includes Japanese, Chinese, Vietnamese, Nepalese
and Sri Lankan nationals, and several with mixed-race backgrounds and dual nationality.
Ethnic mix is approximately 80/20% Japanese/non-Japanese and the gender ratio is the same.
Students spend the first two years at KU, and in their third year Japanese students go to one of
KU’s partner institutions on exchange. Available destinations are Sweden, the Netherlands, Nor-
way, the US, the Philippines and Taiwan as well as Ghana, Kazakstan and the Czech Republic.
Overseas students complete internships in Japan. Japanese students may also complete an in-

ternship, in Japan or abroad.

3. Curriculum

In its own words, IEP “aims to help both Japanese and international students to learn to con-
tribute to the international development and globalization of industries, as well as work for
international friendship through government and other agencies.” IEP, 2019)!.
Students follow a European style university curriculum, building a foundation of knowledge in
history, economics, philosophy in their first year, in addition to language skills. Compulsory 1st and
2nd year language courses and courses in Japanese politics and business are taught by IEP staff,
others by Social Sciences & Humanities or Education faculty. The following section will explicate

the language curriculum.

A M. J. Sharpe, International Education Program, Kochi National University, Japan
B: K. Fujimura, General Education Center, Kobe Gakuin University, Japan
Instruction is by the program director (Chinese), and deputy directors (English). Japanese lessons

for international students are provided by the International Collaboration Centre.
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4. Language learning

IEP students learn English, Chinese and Japanese as foreign languages, the primary objective

being to develop pragmatic competencies for global communicative contexts.

5. EFL learning with IEP
IEP English curriculum is integrated with each component supplements the others. Content is

designed to provide academic English literacies in preparation for study abroad in situations where

English is the instructional medium and thesis writing, knowledge of global issues and topics, and

pragmatic skills for communication in global contexts using English as a lingua franca. Effort is

made to apply research-based methodologies to classroom practice. Specific components are sum-

marized in Table 1.

Course Title

Schedule

Themes

Materials

Assessment

English for Global
Communication

1%t Year; 1t semester
16 sessions

English as a Lingua
Franca / Communi-
cation Strategies

Honna et al (2014). Under-
standing English Across
Cultures

Weekly reading assignments /
Final exam

Academic Writing

15t Year; 1t semester
16 sessions

Academic Writing

Sharpe (2018). Academic
Writing

Workbook activities / Final essay

tional Studies I

English for Interna-

2nd Year; 15t semester
16 sessions

Extensive Reading
Global is-
sues/cultures

Various non-fiction ER series
(e.g CENGAGE Footprints,
Cambridge Discovery)

80,000 words min. / 3 mini
projects

tional Studies II1

English for Interna-

2nd Year; 15t semester
16 sessions

Academic Reading /
Academic Word List

Huntley, H., & Shidara, K.
Introduction to Academic
Reading : Acquiring the
Essential Academic Vocabulary

Weekly assignments

tional Studies 11

English for Interna-

21d Year; 24 semester
16 sessions

Extensive Reading
/Current affairs

Newsademic

Bi weekly assignments / poster
presentation

tional Studies IV

English for Interna-

2nd Year; 2M semester
16 sessions

Academic literacies /
UN SDGs

Bolster, A., Levrai, P. Develop
EAP: A sustainable Academic
English Skills Course.

Group Essay

Outcomes

To date the IEP curriculum has achieved demonstrable successes, with many students making

dramatic improvements in pragmatic communication skills. In terms of measurable improvements,

we have seen significant increases in TOEIC scores (+300) over the four year study period, partic-

ularly among those with lower proficiency at entry point. IEP graduates, who have gone on to work

in banking, marketing, and tourism, frequently use their foreign language skills at work.

To sum up, Kochi University’s IEP represents a move towards the more universal educational

paradigm seen at European/North American colleges, whilst broadening student’s career prospects

and life skills by creating a more global mindset through experience of studying and working both

in Japan and abroad.

1 International Education Program (2019). Retrieved from

https://www.kochi-u.ac.jp/sakigake program/kokusai/english.html
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