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Online “Study Abroad” Program and Efforts to Resume Actual

Study Abroad Under COVID-19 Pandemic:
A Case Study based on the Meiji University Experiences

Masao KIKUCHI*

Abstract: Outbreak of the novel coronavirus in 2020 halted the student exchange program due
to safety concern. In order to secure the students exchange, Meiji University started online
exchange program offering classes via online. In 2020 fall semester, Meiji university accepted
12 students from the partner universities, and sent 10 students to the partner universities.
Based on the feedback from the students who have experienced online study abroad program,
improvements have been attempted, including the round table meeting among students
participating in the online program. The number of students taking short-term online program
has been increasing, and the student’s satisfaction rate is almost the same as that of the
previous year’s program with travel abroad. Exchange study abroad program resumed from the
fall semester in 2021, with the strengthened risk management.
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