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A Study of the Critical Period for English Language Learning

(Perspectives from Second Language Acquisition Research)

Takahiko HATTORI*

Abstract: All normally developing children possess the innate knowledge to attain full
linguistic proficiency in their first language. In contrast, adults exhibit considerable variation
in their ultimate attainment of second language proficiency. The Critical Period Hypothesis
offers a plausible framework for explaining the disparities observed between first and second
language acquisition. This hypothesis posits the existence of a finite developmental span
during which the acquisition of a language to a native-like level is feasible; subsequent to this
critical period, the capacity for language acquisition diminishes. Numerous scholars have
dedicated their efforts to investigating the veracity of this critical period phenomenon. In
light of its potential existence, this paper explores its implications for first language
acquisition and its ramifications for second language acquisition. With a primary emphasis on
the domain of second language acquisition, this study delves into the rationales underlying
the assumption that humans may be subject to a critical period for language acquisition.
Furthermore, it scrutinizes the extent to which the principles governing acquisition in a
second language environment may or may not be applicable to the acquisition of a second
language in a distinct foreign language environment.

Keywords: critical period hypothesis, first language acquisition, foreign language

environment, second language acquisition, second language environment
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1 LI
SRR, 1950 SRR BLREA S 1Y 1 B
RSN T 22T TH 2, 2 DT TIE,
S REEEE NS LS OR ) 2 R TE
2089 L) MEHEBEICHE shTnd, B
I, REERGS L AE N S 2 AT
B7dicit, EHEZROEHAD S8 2 05ERH B
LT A ESUE (critical period hypothesis) (2
O ERIFZ, BoFEOEEMBRIIZOWTO
I R 7 (I, 2020 5 2021)"7,
RS (critical period) 1%, FFEDfTEIER %
HEET270ICRkbEL LR EZIET, SiEic

A T RFLFRETGEHBE VT, REBEN SIS
RIS R

=G N SRS F )

L Cld, HELSHERNIZAS ICEHSGTE 2 1M
DHEIET S L bt T 5, ARSI ILUE,
ZoWiE®RT 2 L, SHEOEENPATETHS L
Entwsh

AT, I REEES ORI 2 fufT
MR ERIG T 2, 20k, FSEEECET 2
FIHoET 2 Bl L. tFEEm 2R %, 2
LT, ESUIREUC B\ THRMIH TR & B I K
MEMT, SEBEBREON S ERZEITH,
NoZEE 2, RWEERE ORI OWT, B
CEEEARIC O LTHEET %,

2 BEBEORRE
ANED2EEFEBR I BT, BESIE R IR BN
TEHDD% s, L Lo, FiEomEs Tl



FLRICRIIDPERE T, S ice—211c#E L,
ZOMRZBE 2 LEBHENIBMET T2 L0 ) BHR
bRZIT SN, WK XL, SEEE
YIRS > TV 2 EE IR, AR -E IR
CDOHRFHARECTH 2 L SN D,

2.1 Lenneberg DOERFEAIRER
RBEGE O G A1 B § % $ & 13, Lenneberg
(1967)% 735 kAL D (ML & JEAE o B 12 5
SV Fob DT ZoWEIC ko TERDO
TAAEDSSZ R & 7z, Lenneberg 134 Ko /N Vi
PN F@%%@ﬁ%ﬁ [AIfERE D S AU 2 GEH L 72,
ANVAPE SR GENE |3 2 U £ TICHIE L. el
SRR GEARICRI D, ZOBBRLICHENPR S NS,
2% Ph b idEs, —Mo S 2 R L 7
iilﬁ]fﬁ‘@“% FREFIDIE &2 Bz o, REES

3 EEIINERES R D %)0)0) (RIS (3 <
t;%o Lenneberg 12 X 1UE, 12%5 6 13 s % 8
A TAFRCRGEREIC 72 5 BH 13, SRz ialchliE
2O %5 LIER L. BEEEB OS2
12j%2 6 13 e L, SOWRICED, IEHA
REEER I, BEHPHBE 2HETIOEZ 2 L0
FTENNEE LR S 17z,

REZE B ORI DWW T, Lenneberg DA,
% ODWMEPEMINTE R, TNSDEDITE
A ED, NHIDREEBBR Y 2 D - 7278
Thh, EEILDH 2 —EDMHINICZ DRENI D R
LIGFICHIIN D L) V2R L Tws, T
DOMEZWE TH FEERIAARETDH 5D 7‘“(
D, Z DRI 5 L FRLTWS

2.2 Genie DEH

Genie %, FMEEDH 2 XBH S ERFZZ T
T EICEHUIAD S 37: & v ) a2 B¢, ik
& DEEARDTERICHIR S N/IREETHRE L 72, i
EN7 13 % £ T, Genie 3SE LS L DHEN %
FoZletnmd, —SbBHEZHELEDL- L,
Curtiss (1977)Y Ic k 3 £, % D% Genie (3112
& X ORI TRE RESZZRT -0, 55f

BRI L TIaPER & SEEEHICE VL TRE L X v v 7
D h ., GRS ~HEPAE L T/, Genie D
B IEIE I EAEIIC FAE R O REEGEH & RO L

JO-NIVAMBREERAR $£118%25 3

ROVITIEEL 2o 7z,

2.3 Chelsea D=

Chelsea (%, Bz 0RO 72 DI D EN
THo7HTH %, Chelsea |FREHEE%ZFF- T4
FNH, FEAERCRIE RS & ERio o2 I
72728, Chelsea O L2 DRER FE 12K DD
T, LI 3 RETHEEICMNLE I LRIEST
LE-7, ZD%., fiFE~E D Chelsea I flilE a4
ZRRMIEL . I OBEIZIZIFIERICHEL, Y E
V75— a vy 2T 10O RMKEITE L, M7
L7724 adiG%2 ks B TELETICR o7, L
7 L. Chelsea I3#i5EL — L 72 3R £ TyLIC
FHHETE b o7 (Pinker, 1995)Y, Z D HEfl
. 31 & W) ERFUN 21X 2 DI E %D S iEE
BEPEFCHRETHL L 2RTHDOTH 5,

24 FHEEZBZFERAUCRRPRGAR

W SR 2 BREIE 3 2 I I3 EE L WAED D 5, 7
7 5. Genie % Chelsea ® X 9 7 JEH 12 Rk 7%
F—AZRROT, TELMPEBEMICE 2 £ TEREIC
filtr e v & v ) FREIZEHEZEZ IS VLR STH 5,
20710, FiGCEREZ Y TMEMTObN L, T
I EAEUND TR TCOEFEEFE 2 A - HAREGE
THIDHTH D,

Woodward (1973)% ic & 2#f%2Tld. 605
7 A Y A FEE (American Sign Language, ASL)
ZENIRD 72 EHF . BRI 2 7B
TEhlpolk ‘«W%ﬁ%iﬁéﬁh“@! . ZO[E%E

*W%t 2. Newport (1990)7 13 %8 %
T —T7I Tf;uﬂﬁ%%ﬁﬁtto HARIC I, 8
g I3 HE R DA IZ IR R IRBB IS H 2 AT, ASL
W E RO 7RIk o T (1) EFnirs

(2) 4%H 56 6% F T, (3) 12/MUED 3 DI
TSI N, ZOfER, EFEICE L T, ASL4:
B2 R RO 7FHD T, LD IERECEHTES 2
EDURI N, FiEAET) & A E R o B HHBIRY
R23d % Z LRI,

3 E_EEBRORESRH
Lenneberg (1967) % Newport (1990) DOHF%E
XD, REEEMSICHEAWISIET 2 2 EHG
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2 &, REESBORICE SilEE 2G5
B, BWRMEEAETE2DTH A 5 h, B SED
FRFHHICEI L T, % O RIE bt Tn b,

3.1 EEFTERE
CEBREET I, SRR SR
ETH0ENH 5, BAEMIIE, HEWICE S5
PEHIN TR L, HEMICIEEHIN Tz
WERE 2 BHREICIX NS 2 2 LB TH B, HiERE

T EEEERNE (second language environment), $##
A EFEBRYE (foreign language environment) &
VI,

BOSERER, ZoFEIHENICEHINT
WAEITTOEERIZE L, SEEEREIIH A
IECOERBEABE O, FRBE R ETOEEER
BziEd, flz, FoSEREEHAANDT LS
D DOEFEDOBRTT X A D i, B /)
FRTHREEZ LS EICEAT 5, —J1, FHERER
BIZHAREND R TR Z LS5, Zh
LDOEREDEWIE, FREDA v 7'y FEZELER
DUCKRERHEZ G225 LICHBET20EDRH 5,

311 F_EEREBEICRIIZE_SETEOERE

B SEEAOEAINCE T 2 S o FRIEE
ICRD3DOTH D, (1) H SEEEICHEII2
FIES 5 &4 578, (2) B SiEES IR
DEAET 2 20 e 2232 8, (3) B S NS
i, 72D DR MRS B 0TI R, Bk b
BRI 2 R OB ORI DAL T 5 L5 5378
T 2 (VanPattern & Benati, 2015)%,

3.1.1.1 BRFHNEFEIT DT D15

Oyama (1976)” Iz X+, 60 DA %) 7 A&
REZNRIAT> - HHEEHE TR, 2% 180 H
5 BEHETOTELIIEHREZ LT EETE3
MRS, BEMEME 2 L2 0EENIE
WICHEIC R 2 2 ERHS IS NI, ik,
Flege, Yen-Komshian & Lui (1999)'” 1%, w2
57 AUAN2EH 6 23 DI L 72 240 4
ZXRIC, FEE EE BREE - #igh) oBEBIC-
VTR L. FHCHEEICB L TIRWIRFINICBAEL
7IE)DEEVERTH B Z LIRS N, I,

4

Asher & Garcia (1969)'" Seliger, Krashen &
Ladefoged (1975)" %, B{ERD4EH & F35 DR
WCHERMBE?S 2 2 L 2/E L T2,

Johnson & Newport (1989)'? 1&, 72V Az 3
%75 39 K £ TOMICHAE L TE @EA &l
N2 XRIC, WEEOKEEE X VAR B ¥ 2 A5k
Z, IERHE T A B TRHIM L 72, Z OfEHR. 3 ke
5 7% E TS L 7 i (39558 O REGEGE & 1T PT
WU 2 s Z 8 L7203, DS L3 5 12 D0 TlldE
DME T 2 2 LS X7z, DeKeyser (2000)'
I% Johnson & Newport (1989) Dfiff5t % FRaEr L .
TAYVACEEL AT = AZ W RICHAER
1To7, ZORER, BEROER & SGRAET A b
DFGFITIIBIE D D 2 & L DER I L7z,

3.1.1.2 ERFHNEET D2DICIEERN RIS

B S REEB ORGSR D Lo 6 HES
ZHZ A DE SEEEEE L. 20V EEE
ZRFEEE O X I ITEHET 5 2 LRI T RE
L X3, Neufeld (1980)'7 1%, HHSUIHZ 2 7
RANDFE St rEzEORT, BLSELHESE
TREESES & W I D o0h wENEET UL,
SO EEICR Q2R IT P IT L ik b EEZ,
MEZITo72, ZORFISMLEDIE, 77V A
ERPATOD T ANDBEANT AV ANFELETH D,
WHIE7 7V AFBEOXEZHRE L, 2% 85 AD
75 v AFERREET B F I NICE»E, BEES
ELEIEHAWIL TS o5, ZOFEHE,. 7 AD
9 b5 AN REREGE & L Rk & 417z, Bongaerts
(1999)'Y % White & Genesee (1996)'7 &, &
ANDK EiEAEE DGR & A% D L )V H|
ETE2L09WMEZL TS,

Birdsong (2005)"® 1, HESHEIKSICEET 2%
L DRATIHIZE 2 3T L. BRI s o—
MR EHITH 5 EWIET 5 ITIER S v EHEREL
7eo ZOMMNIE, FHSEEEMEIERE L DIC
LW TEHDTHY ., 28I DR E DIE
oI zbiITIRNIE, $. RADE S
FEEEDIRIN L 2 IR BUC AR TR L il
D% DB AR A > T HEEMNED D 5
ZLtRhETHD,

Herschensohn (2008)'” % Birdsong (2005)



OWMR LA wmEZEES L, 51T,
Herschensohn 3% ~“FiEEHMAICE W T, F#HE
DRFFED R EI A fE8 % Yoo T2 f5H L
7o Thbb, RADE SHEFEZE AN K
REBEE OATE2MEIX, 3L D UG (universal
grammar, ¥ Xik) BHHTE RS Golebl)
TRV EBRTH M,

3.1.1.3 BHOBRFIANH 5 & W55
WOSHEEEICEVT, 1 DOERIBTFET 5
DTIE7% L HINIC R 2 BB DOEESRIN BT 5
L3 2E20H 20, o T4 R
i, (multiple critical period hypothesis) & L T
Mon<TkH, ToONRIHZRIICERBLZZDIX
Seliger (1978)*” <T& %, Seliger ¥, Sz H¥.
RhRE. QR EOHEBITTT, FNFNDEL B
Rz RO LR 7o, S EEFUAMREGHIC XX, F
FIH CREGERGH & %O S5 ) %2 BT E 2 W
. SGERICH% O/ 2 BETE 2 HIRIZ R % 5
LE3NTWw3, 510, EHEHEIZODWTHERD
WEILIREWEEZZITI Wb L, M HEEZ
F2b0hH 2 LEHITVS (A, 2004)2,
HE M IO W T lE, Oyama (1976) < Flege,
Yen-Komshian & Lui (1999) DO#FZe7: E3RT X
I, RIS SEYEHZIR0 5 2 L0, BED
BICKEREEL G52 5 2 E03% L OWIZE THER X
NTw3 (FEE, 2011 ; EBY - H%. 2016)*%,
Lo L, SCEEEE#RICBIL Tk, BFERS RIS o
EHHE 5%, Johnson & Newport (1989) 1%,
SOEICBIL T, PN S EeMR L2 L
EDFWHB L, 55 VHHBRD 2HEBH S 2 L%
WE LT3, mOHEBNEFSEBIED s 2 L1
o, 35 0HBIZ Z AFREE D -s LT -ing
OB LTw3 EINT03,

3.1.2 AEERERICKITZ2E _SEEFOEAH
HEEECHEREZ B L THRRAEMI LA ER
WAHERERREIIC B W TiE, RHEE OF M IZ5E D
L&) (R % W0, DUN, SHEEEREEIC
B 2SO R E OB O W TG L
X 5Nk T F F B EKR (Barcelona Age
Factor, BAF) 70Y 7 MZOWTHELT 5,
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3.1.21 BHEZEFEOHR

SRSV, B EEEE ORI
FRTFIUER I ERARITH % L) BfER% D
EE D 6 LRI N T w5 —/57T, EREEREICE
WTIEBT LRI N TIFwZRWY (O 7 —,
2015)%Y, SAEFEBEE TS L AiE KT 2%
WED% v (NE, 2017)%, Krashen, Long &
Scarcella (1979)%*7 34V EFEBREIC BT 258 -5
EEAHICBT 2% OffE R MET L, AE I —
ED G, B, FEREDHDERNTH S EHERL
TWw3,

Ojima et al. (2011)*” (%, HA®D/IN #4350 £
ZRRIC, HWEEEE ORI, WA AERE, 9%
YAV T T AN DORRREZREL -, HEREY
A=V 7T A DR, WP ICEGEAEH 2 R RO
7-REI EEEBEL oL DOD, FERE R S
29 % b, REeEEEIE EREAMEL A A Em
LTz, Lo THEERFRIDYE L WiGE, FnDS
FOTED DITPMERRIMENTFEH K D b 55k
DEHIHHTH % LRI,

Larson-Hall (2008)*® 13, HA#EZREE T 2
KEEAER) 200 44 % W RIS, PEEED L IR ER &
Xk, EEWEONGE ) OB A A L e, B
. PEEEAE 2 12 AN L /e 7 v — 778 12
WUABEICBAIR L 72 7V — i s e, SGET A
b &R T A~ OfERD> S FIHEGER T O HE
BRI LA L R n T EhvRrEnk,

FRFIRE I 3T L T B RADE S RE 851X,
HARI2E  (explicit learning) IR TwW5, —7,
T EH IR YAEE  (implicit learning) 23545 T
» % (DeKeyser, Alfi-Shabtay & Ravid, 2010 ;
Paradis, 2004; 2009; #JIl. 2016a ; 2016b)* ¥,
HH/R 9 F 3 2 EGRIN 2 2 7203, R i8I 3 I
Wk EHTH D, FEODVERINAEE L, B
S ROEMEEZ R T 572D ICIEIREDA Vv
Ty FRBEET Y, BRINEE L EERA Y Ty
FZHREICT 2 OWE _FiERETH S, HAD K
) RHVEFERE TIE, REEESICBE R A v 7y b
DIEFICHIFIINTE D, MEFHOIERINFEEICE
5T EL O RIZELL ENR Y, ZDD,
MEFEERET Tl WEEAEDPRLIZ)I VPRV EWV)
EZRBTLIYTEFES RV EVL D (IR,

5
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2020 ; 2021),

3122 NeEO+rFHmER7O07

ARA CHEMBI NI )V u FAERER 7 a Y o
7 ME, AU TREEARA VEEDNA Y VANV
T, WEEENEREE T 5, T Aab bAMERERIEIC >
2 A GER AR 2,000 44 % RHRIC L 7 GEAEH LR
RO ZD D 7o TEEMRICBAT 2l ETH S
(Fullana, 2006 ; Miralpeix, 2006 ; Mora, 2006 ;
Muniioz, 2006a; 2006b; Torras et al. 2006)*
BeBRE 1L 8K, 11 %, 14%. 18 LD 45
DT N—TaF et HEREIEZNZhD T
IV— 78T 200 I, 416 Rl 726 IRifi] i
ST SN TEEEICBI T A2ER% e T A P SFEES N,
SERE DA CHEE % 2 A T F I T DR D & B
NENTZ TAMNIZE—RATA M. T4 7T — 3
YIRSV T A VI Ea—  BEME, 7474
v, S, GEWI. EE R ERE A, FEER T
AT 473N S ., IEMES ., MEENAREMES .
ik EoBRP S I N, MRELT, 1L
A EDIERIZE VT, SRR E IR E IR E
BB R o e 2 EpdmEsnr 2 ofiRicH
L <. Munnoz (2006a) %, FAEFDMERNYE
2TV, —T L, ERERBYIRNEE 21T ) 023 H
52 E0n, FELEDRERINAED O RKRKOMLEZ
B2 70icix, SHEREREICEVTDOA Y 7'y O
HPARL T2 AEEEZ#ER L T3 (Mansilla
& Jackson, 2011) *”,

4 HLDHIC
AWFZETIE, REEE A & RN T 2 Jefrifst
N = Ly N A e R v
L7z, 2L T, B SBEERICE T 2 5 & HE
EREICEB T AR E W) 200 S EESRE
IR Z YT, ZNETOMRBEEZEEL 72,
BoEEREICB LT, B0 VEEERE ORh R
IR T E 203, MEEEREICE W TE, Fiflok
EABEPNRNTH B LIRSS TR
V, AHEGEBREITIE, AV 7y FOEDIERICRS
NTW3S, THEMEICEWLTT S R oREELT
DB HEOWIFFCERVEEZ OGNS, LKk
3o T, HARZ EOIMEGEERIGIC B 1 2 R HI9EE

6

BHOSHMAX VEEANOHRITH £ D) FFTE v

EWnZ B,

CDXIICHEED A X )VEEICB L TiE,
M E OMPIRENTH 255, 7a— N VAME
RABICBT2avET vy —FREVIHFEDPS
FPIEERE SAY)TH B &) L H 21,

BlfE#k 4 13, VUCA EMEZN BHRICAE E T3,
VUCA &%, Volatility (Z#1%). Uncertainty (<
fE95t:) . Complexity (##1%). Ambiguity (BEER
) QBT RN - 7-MgEET, 2 ZH L, KK
PAZEHT, EHECT TR EERRRER T EF
Thsb, P rAROEILE D b, BEEFEOHGRP A X
N AGHE, Hilc eI U CRIE R 75 g ik
Wz WO 2805 H% E T THELHINTL %,

Mansilla & Jackson (2011) 2 k#iE., #FEGE
HEIZ, =)L avETFVADFRIIBEWT
ke B L ARINT DS, Thbb, WEEEHE
Fa v ETry —HREAEOHLINREE 2 ) 24
ERHBL V)T LETHD, HilrIEL DL LA
EFED ESE B DL CEEN 22 Ic B \» T,
B 28N o VMEEE 2 D187 2 I
TR FED LN E, FEbIBITE > TRA
RIEHEHIEZINTVD,

JER Rl & oA & AMERE B 2 K5 01T T
BB 21T ) HRHEMTINEE ORI < iz
HEEL L AEEDRESE2 203 a2 —va
YOFREZT TR, B s FiEP XIS 2
JINABLR D 6 DRREZE RS | TR TIEE ) %
AENGEHTEL2 LR ZEDERETHSL, 2
DX I ICHIISEEERE X, Zu— OV AMEREE
EVIH BB S ROIHIFFIN TS EnZ 5,

* A7 13 JSPS BHIF 2% JP21K00768 0 Wi % 52
Frb0TH2,

iE

(1] Critical DFEICIF, PERZ &) BHRPIEENL, T
RHHZME 2 L Z DR IO 5 2 LA ATRE/Z &
VIR TS Z6NBZEDH B, Lo L, Mok
Mg e 2y b7 —273EESNTUIB ST, MxHESE
JABHDRBUE G U T2 T 2 kP2 2 T %,
UKoAY (plasticity) & XN TWwW3, 20



[2]

(3]

[4]

(5]

IROFIEEL, HARZHE 2 LT CICRkbNE LD
T E % W 7 ®, Oyama (1979)* % Patkowski
(1980)*?14 critical period EiFH, £\ HFRBLLD
RESIDMRZ IR T 5 &) BlRiH 5 sensitive period
MR, L) FFEZE S 2 EDEIFIC I AL
T2 EFIRL T3, Sensitive period &\ FEES
PICIEA L 7-Di% Patkowski TH D | critical period
I3 REEEESIC, sensitive period (258 S EHSICH
W\ 3%, Critical period & sensitive period @&
12 B 9 % WF %2 14, Birdsong (1992)*. Bongaerts
(2005)*, DeKeyser (1997, 2007, 2015)“*" &
X UM Herschenson (2008) 12 k- TEERIN T35,
Critical period & sensitive period A 74 ¢ 13, Asher
& Garcia (1969) #3 optima period M, Ev>9
JHEEZ L Tw 2,
WU O FE RO IE, BT Eh~E 8 Of7H)
2L, B2 L) RfTEINEEFN D02
fRL k9 & L7 ticks, Lorenz (1952)* 13,
NAAL Ry DHPEEFNTHOTHIZ LB b
DIZDWTWLBIEZFER L, Tz ThlDiAA)
(imprinting) B & 46172, BIZZ DRI D IAA
BRM, AFavkEoBRICEAoNnHET
HBIEDTot, £, Hess (1977)* 1&hil Y
ABDPRE DD T H 13K 5 16 KEfl] %2 £ —
7ETHTReNIRE LB L R L 2E
EIICAR L, DA SN EET 22 %
S22 L7z,
—fift. (lateralization) (%, BEDAPER & 2Rk
R 2o 28R TH S, ZO—HHLOE
EAB2HEMELE»OIRE D, W, 12K F
TICHESL SN B £ ILTVw %, Lenneberg OHFZED
%2 1% Penfield & Roberts (1959)"” %4235
%, Penfield & Roberts I&, Wi [y 9 %
DRFICE T L, Z20BOFiERIEENHL 45
LRI ER R 2 W L 7,
PR - M (2012)°0 13, ChETRESATE L
UG L EilBER L DR ZRD3DICTHL
oo 2032 L 1x, (1) UGEA2F A (Full
access to UG model), (2) UG 43 #l A & &t
(Partial access to UG model). (3) UG FHAR]
BE{KEL (No access to UG model) TH %,
Eubank & Gregg (1999)°? iz X+uE. S

(6]

(7]

(8]

(9]

JO-NIVAMBREERAR $£118%25 7

GETURE, B EDIFIEREEDISKD Vo
TEH, INSDEZOHITIIEFIHIFAET 2 b
DEFHEL VDN H B EINTVS,
Kt (2007) 13, SHEGERSICB T 2 5 iEE
BOEFIIDOFEICOWT, HEZTO L Z A3
b FL D RS- o w E IR TW S, i
(2011)° &, %< DEESIPIZE A — 5 EEBRET
front7-o, SEFEREICZEEEHTE RV E
Bf L., FoSFERE COMAR R HARD IR
BERE LTUIFEHATREVWE LTV,
B D WFZ2 55 %213 Burstall (1975a, 1975b) %9
KE% (2000)7, BXUOAH (2012)™ 1tk ->T
b I T35,
Larson-Hall (2006)°” 1%, FSEEEHE O F] & %
T 5ok, WEREOEE KDY 1,500 KRR
5 2,000 FIZLETH 2 L LT\ 5,
Ellis (2015)*” 1o kU, T E S BRAICHARTH
CEWEEANCEATE I 0IR, HESEY Ok
ATy b RZIBHEAECBRONZ EENTVRS,

(1013 H TR E 13, 726 HEOEERICBEWTHLIEEE

DHNTHS I ETH B, ek, FEMHTIIER
FWEREIN T, 726 IKMIcb 7 218 %
R THEREVBHEARL LTHNTH S L)
PRESNF IREHICET 2 UM, 2017),

51A - &M
1) W=z, (2020). B SEEECE T 2 AP

2)

3)

4)

5)

6)

76 HARANHS AL A LS5 & UL,
11, 3-28.

MREB=EEEZ. (2021), HEEEEH O (SEEG LI
5445 pp. 49-63). ALIE + HFSCALAL.
Lenneberg, E.H. (1967). The Biological
Foundations of Language. New York: John Wiley
and Sons.

Curtiss, S. (1977). Genie: A Psychological Study
of a Modern-day “Wild Child”. New York:
Academic Press.

Pinker, S. (1995). The Language Instinct. New
York: Harper Perennial.

Woodward, J. (1973). Inter-rule Implication in
American Sign Language. Sign Language Studies,

3, 47-56.



8

7)

8)

9)

10)

11)

12)

13)

14)

15)

16)

17)

18)

JO-NILAMEREEHRR $£118%25

Newport, E.L. (1990). Maturational Constraints
on Language Learning. Cognitive Science, 14(1),
11-28.

VanPattern, B., & Benati, A.G. (2015). Key Terms
in Second Language Acquisition, Second Edition.
London: Bloomsbury Publishing.

Oyama, S. (1976). A sensitive Period for the
Acquisition of a Non-native Phonological System.
Journal of Psycholinguistic Research, 5, 261-284.
Flege, J.E., Yeni-Komshian, G.H., & Liu, S.
(1999). Age Constraints on Second-language
Acquisition. Journal of Memory and Language,
41, 78-104.

Asher, J., & Garcia, R. (1969). The Optimal Age
to Learning a Foreign Language. Modern
Language Journal, 38, 334-341.

Seliger, H., Krashen, S.D., & Ladefoged, P. (1975).
Maturational Constraints in the Acquisition of
Second Language Accent. Language Sciences. 36,
20-22.

Johnson, J., & Newport, E. (1989). Critical
Period Effects in Second Language Learning: The
Influence of Maturation State on the Acquisition
of English as a Second Language. Cognitive
Psychology, 21, 60-99.

DeKeyser, R.M. (2000). The Robustness of
Critical Period Effects in Second Language
Learners. Studies in Second Language
Acquisition, 22, 499-533.

Neufeld, G.G. (1980). On the Adult’s Ability to
Acquire Phonology. TESOL Quarterly, 14, 285-
298.

Bongaerts, T. (1999). Ultimate Attainment in L2
Pronunciation: The Case of Very Advanced Late 1.2
Learners. In D. Birdsong (Ed.), Second Language
Acquisition and the Critical Period Hypothesis (pp.
133-159). Mahwah, NJ: Lawrence Erlbaum.

White, L., & Genesee, F. (1996). How Native is
Near-native? The Issue of Ultimate Attainment in
Adult Second Language Acquisition. Second
Language Research, 11, 233-265.

Birdsong, D. (2005). Interpreting Age Effects in

19)

20)

21)

22)

23)

24)

25)

26)

27)

28)

29)

Second Language Acquisition. In J. Kroll., & A.M.B.
de Groot (Eds.), Handbook of Bilingualism:
Psycholinguistic Approaches (pp. 109-127). Oxford:
Oxford University Press.

Herschensohn, J. (2008). Language Development
and Age. Cambridge: Cambridge University
Press.

Seliger, H. (1978). Implications of Multiple
Critical Period Hypothesis for Second Language
Learning. In W. Ritchie (Ed.), Second Language
Acquisition Research: Issues and Implications (pp.
11-19). New York: Academic Press.

HMAIE. (2004), Si#HEEGOESFEICOWT,
Second Language, 3, 3-24,

EfEEEG. (2011), 3B SEEERUMED 6 A TG
& Z DRSOV T O—F% ¢ [RFUNE & SHE
At D 2o, At R SE, 28, 33—
55,

BESHT, #i% 7. (2016). XL O TOE_SiE
B | A AN OBIRW 7T 7' e —F, i
KIERRENS,

N7 R, (2015), WEEEAEIIRWIZE X
VDD, B ETEE,

INEEE T A, (2017), BINERICTEB T 2 SEHEE
DRI, BBFHIBIY 2 —F% et (R
WAL TRIIRY), 66, 23-34.

Krashen, S.D., Long, M.A., & Scarcella, R.C.
(1979). Age, Rate and Eventually Attainment in
Second Language Acquisition. TESOL Quarterly,
13(4), 573-582.

Ojima, S., Matsba-Kurita, H., Nakamura, M.,
Hoshino, T., & Hagiwara, H. (2011). Age and
Amount of Exposure to a Foreign Language
during Childhood: Behavioral and ERP Data on
the Semantic Comprehension of Spoken English
by Japanese Children. Neuroscience Research,
70(2), 197-205.

Larson-Hall, J. (2008). Weighing the Benefits of
Studying a Foreign Language as a Younger
Starting Age in a Minimal Input Situation. Second
Language Research, 24(1), 35-63.

DeKeyser, R., Alfi-Shabtay, I. & Ravid, D. (2010).



30)

31)

32)

33)

34)

35)

36)

37)

38)

39)

Cross-linguistic Evidence for the Nature of Age
Effects in Second Language Acquisition. Applied
Psycholinguistics, 31(3), 413-438.

Paradis, M. (2004). A Neurolinguistic Theory of
Bilingualism. Amsterdam & Philadelphia: John
Benjamins.

Paradis, M. (2009). Declarative and Procedural
Determinants of Second Languages. Amsterdam
& Philadelphia: John Benjamins.

HE, (2016a). H_SiEEEICE T 2 EH
IRFHEE. REREYH, 68, 1-25.

#)EcE, (2016b), % SREES (SLA) gk
2RISR (Explicit knowledge) & K573 BYA15%
(Implicit knowledge). #EFEAE : B & G2,

42, 1-16,

Fullana, N. (2006). The Development of English
(FL) Perception and Production Skills: Starting
Age and Exposure Effects. In C. Munnoz (Ed.),
Age and the Rate of Foreign Language Learning
(pp. 41-64). Clevedon: Multilingual Matters.
Miralpeix, I. (2006). Age and Vocabulary
Acquisition in English as a Foreign Language. In
C. Munnoz (Ed.), Age and the Rate of Foreign
Language Learning (pp. 89-106). Clevedon:
Multilingual Matters.

Mora, J.C. (2006). Age Effect on Oral Fluency
Development. In C. Muniioz (Ed.), Age and the
Rate of Foreign Language Learning (pp. 65-88).
Clevedon: Multilingual Matters.

Munioz, C. (2006 a). The Effects of Age on
Foreign Language Learning. In C. Munnoz (Ed.),
Age and the Rate of Foreign Language Learning
(pp. 1-40). Clevedon: Multilingual Matters.
Munrioz, C. (2006 b). Accuracy Orders, Rate of
Learning and Age in Morphological Acquisition.
In C. Munfioz (Ed.), Age and the Rate of Foreign
Language Learning (pp. 107-126). Clevedon:
Multilingual Matters.

Torras, M.R., Navés, T., Celaya, M.L., & Pérez-
Vidal, C. (2006). Age and IL Development in
Writing. In C. Munnoz (Ed.), Age and the Rate of
Foreign Language Learning (pp. 156-182).

40)

41)

42)

43)

44)

45)

46)

47)

48)

49)

50)

JO-NIVAMBREERAR $£118%25 9

Clevedon: Multilingual Matters.

Mansilla, V.B. & Jackson, A. (2011). Educating
for Global Competence: Preparing Our Youth to
Engage the World. Council of Chief State School
Officers' EdStep Initiative & Asia Society
Partnership for Global Learning. http://
asiasociety.org/files/book-globalcompetence.pdf,
accessed 19 October 2023.

Oyama, S. (1979). The Concept of the Sensitive
Period in Developmental Studies. Merrill-Palmer
Quarterly, 25, 83-102.

Patkowski, M.S. (1980). The Sensitive Period for
the Acquisition of Syntax in a Second Language.
Language Learning, 30, 449-472.

Birdsong, D. (1992). Ultimate Attainment in
Second Language Acquisition. Language, 68,
706-755.

Bongaerts, T. (2005). Introduction: Ultimate
Attainment and the Critical Period Hypothesis
for Second Language Acquisition. International
Review of Applied Linguistics, 43, 259-267.
DeKeyser, R.M. (1997). Beyond Explicit Rule
Learning: Automatizing Second Language
Morphosyntax. Studies in Second Language
Acquisition, 19, 195-221.

DeKeyser, R.M. (2007). Introduction: Situating
the Concept of Practice. In R.M. DeKeyser (Ed.),
Practice in a Second Language: Perspectives from
Applied Linguistics and Cognitive Psychology (pp.
1-18). Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.
DeKeyser, R.M. (2015). Skill Acquisition Theory.
In B. VanPattern & J. Williams (Eds.), Theories in
Second Language Acquisition: An Introduction
(Second Edition) (pp. 94-112). Mahwah, NIJ:
Lawrence Erlbaum.

Lorenz, K. (1952). King Solomon’s Ring: New
Light on Animal Ways. London: Methuen.

Hess E, H. (1977). Imprinting: Benchmark Paper
in Animal Behavior. Stroudsburg, PA: Dowden
Hutchinson and Ross.

Penfield, W., & Roberts, L. (1959). Speech and

Brain Mechanisms. Princeton, NJ: Princeton

9



10 JO-NILAMBEREEHRA $£118%25

University Press.

51) $wARFEW, FMIAIE. (2012), 2 &30 EMG : REE
G LR ERREE. B (A LB

52) Eubank, L., & Gregg, K. (1999). Critical Periods
and (Second) Language Acquisition: Divided et
Impera. In D. Birdsong (Ed.), Second Language
Acquisition and the Critical Period Hypothesis
(pp. 65-99). Mahwah, NJ: Lawrence Erlbaum.

53) Kithifdk. (2007). JEEE-E D 7 D DOFAFE, HAT:
HABOE R 2.

54) ey Ly, B FHR, I, STl ().

(2011), HEEBBHRR BHE B . SHEG:
SLA WF7E & AHEREETE. BaL 1 RIEHE,

55) Burstall, C. (1975 a). Factors Affecting Foreign-
language Learning: A Consideration of Some
Recent Research Findings. Language Teaching,
8(1), 5-25.

56) Burstall, C. (1975 b). Primary French in the
Balance. Educational Research, 17(3), 193-198.

10

57) KE%J7EkR. (2000). JEFEHE D7 OIS E G
. BUHR ¢ HEAIAE,

58) BEIA%EA. (2012), JEFEHAID 70 D 5 iEER
A A, AL RIEAEEIS,

59) Larson-Hall, J. (2006). What does More Time Buy
You? Another Look at the Effects of Long-term
Residence on Production Accuracy of English
inverted /r/ and /lI/ by Japanese Speakers.
Language and Speech, 49(4), 521-548.

60) Ellis, R. (2015). Understanding Second Language
Acquisition (Second Edition). Oxford: Oxford

University Press.

ZAPH 2023411 H 7 H, %Z#H 2023412 H9 H

AfE 70—V A\MBRBE F2hiEs - Bve
ISR 2y (2023 429 H 1 HBHfE) OfIRE#EEH 1
ELDOSEERORA  WEEHOWAW, 2b &
WHER L 72 b DT,



EEfCERY

JO-NILAMBREEHRA $£118%25 11

PREEEH DOWR &SRB D HAGETI & DBIFR

NEF S

The Importance of Japanese language Skills in English Learning
Outcomes

Hiroshi ONO#

Abstract: As a result of the Japanese/English IRT test of more than 2,500 university
freshmen, students with high English proficiency at Eiken level 2 or above almost had
Japanese proficiency at level 3 or above, and students with Japanese proficiency at junior
high school level. It has been found that in order to achieve a high level of English
proficiency, it is necessary to first develop Japanese proficiency. Therefore, the authors
implemented and confirmed the effectiveness of a new English learning program for Japanese
university students that included Japanese language instruction and the development of

communication and intercultural skills.

Keywords: Relationship between Japanese and English proficiency, Japanese language
education, English learning, Communication ability development, Intercultural

competence development
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BEVI-j (Beliefs, Events, and Values Inventory : DB R EE)
AR & Z OH T

iR ezt

University-wide Survey of BEVI-j (Beliefs, Events, and Values Inventory,
a Psychological Measurement Scale) - its Results and Applicability

Mitsuyuki ICHIMURA*

Abstract: This paper presents the findings of a university-wide survey of BEVI-j (Beliefs, Events,
and Values Inventory, a psychological measurement tool), in a medium-sized Japanese university.
In addition to the results, the paper considers the potential value of BEVI-j for future studies.
Yokohama National University has introduced BEVI-j university-wide since 2021, ahead of other
universities in Japan. The results have confirmed that BEVI-j is not only effective in assessing the
impact of overseas study programs but also in making students aware of their own beliefs and
values, which students may have difficulty in their conscious recognition. The data obtained by
the use of the university-wide survey has enabled the identification of some tendencies, such as
gender-based differences, differences between domestic and international students, and challenges
related to global talent development. The findings of this study cannot be simply generalized to
the majority of Japanese university students. However, the results will provide a valuable

reference for future research.

Keywords: institutional research, learning outcomes, global human resources, intercultural

competence, gender
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The Future of Online Study Abroad Programs
(From a survey of online study abroad participants)

Maho NAKAHASHI*

Abstract: As of 2023, after the COVID-19 pandemic has subsided, some universities are
starting to resume overseas training by dispatching students. For the past few years, both
students and universities have been waiting for an environment in which they can freely
study abroad, as was the case before 2019. On the other hand, the question emerges
regarding what will happen to online overseas training, which has rapidly developed in the
last few years. Therefore, in this paper, the author considers the advantages, disadvantages,
results, and future of online overseas programs based on a practical report on an online
overseas program conducted in the spring of 2022 and a questionnaire survey of university
students who participated in the program. The results indicate that, even though it was a
short-term online overseas program lasting two weeks, points such as Intercultural approach
(-avoidance) tendency, Ethnocentrism, Interest in foreign affairs, Having things to
communicate, Independence, Cooperation, Cross-cultural understanding, and Knowledge and
education effect increased.

Keywords: online overseas program, COVID-19, Questionnaire survey
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12 (1) Intercultural approach (-avoidance)
tendency, (2) Interest in international vocation,
(3) Ethnocentrism, (4) Interest in foreign
affairs, (5) Having things to communicate, (6)
TR, (7) Watk, (8) ESLHfE, (9) Kk -
HEL Vo EMICHL, 6 BFEDY v A— FREE
(1: 42 Z258bAv;2: 298bAwv;3:H
FDZ9 b 40029/ ;5: 2993
6:IEHICZIEY) 2GRS 2 2 & 2
W FICHKIEL 72, DT ICamosiftz, (1)
Intercultural approach (-avoidance) tendency
o (9)HA-BEEZTOHHICE LD TRRT S,

x2 WHEMR

Before After M differ
*M SD *M SD
Intercultural approach (-avoidance) 3.80 0.98 4.28 1.00 0.48
Interest in international vocation 4.61 0.55 431 0.82 -0.30
Ethnocentrism 3.29 1.18 3.33 1.19 0.04
Interest in foreign affairs 3.50 1.34 3.75 1.25 0.25
Having things to communicate 3.39 0.98 3.63 1.12 0.24
373k 393 072 422 0.79 0.30
HEAE 396 074 420 0.79 0.24
EXXLEfFHE 3.80  1.04 422 0.90 0.42
A5 - BE 3.78 106 424 0.82 0.46

*Scale ranges from 1 (£ < # 5.8
PLL) o5 (FERIZESE ).

fEH. R 2D X912 (2) Interest in international
vocation Zfr &, fheTHWHERIC ERLTWw5 2
EVg D, DFN, AV IAVIHETH > TDH
Intercultural approach (-avoidance) tendency,
Ethnocentrism, Interest in foreign affairs, Having
things to communicate & \»> 7% 7 )L — 712 BT
2 EFEARED B RO, B, a2
{LEEARYE, Ak - B2 OWT, DB R D
LNTEWVZ S,

53 FEkL R—
BRI WHERD L R— 5 axX v s z2Hid 5,
53.1 707 ZLKAE

PBL ZH( ) A7z 70 77 LN

5 NIl 2 — Y %,

IZ oW TR

BEIFFHZELE D S 7T XD v a > DIFER
$. AZHF> 70 F—LDHTEHZHLE
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Learning Outcomes of Short-term Study Abroad Programs and

Readiness as a Clear Growth Factor
(A Case of the Two Week Program at the University of Hawaii)

Yoshinobu ONISHI*, Eri NAKAMURA"

Abstract: Since 2010, the Japanese government has tried to increase the number of local
students who study abroad to further nurture so-called global talents in the 21* century.
Although the number dropped dramatically due to the widespread COVID- 19 pandemic in
2020 - 2022, those numbers started to recover in the middle of 2022. However, scientific
evidence is limited in terms of showing that study abroad programs, especially short-term
ones, provide learning outcomes to the extent that students become global talents in such a
short period of time. This paper provides evidence of short-term study abroad programs’
learning outcomes based on the global research tool called BEVI that is useful regardless of
the length of studying period. The sample included students of University A, a national
university in Japan, who studied at the University of Hawaii, Manoa, USA, for two weeks in
February 2023. The results of BEVI tests show that, among 17 indicators, global resonance
increased the most after the program. In this sense, a study abroad program, however short it
is, could be significant. The research also shows that the upper cohort, eight students who
had been ready to study abroad, grew most in the three most important indicators.

Keywords: visualizing learning outcome(s), short-term studying abroad, BEVI, global talent(s),

evidence-based policy-making (EBPM)
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1 VEARBOBZOEEG

i8S BRI WO & H oA X ARl
2009 36,302 16,873 46.50%
2010 42,320 20,787 49.10%
2011 53,991 28,920 53.60%
2012 65,373 37,198 56.90%
2013 69,869 40,527 58.00%
2014 81,219 48,853 60.10%
2015 84,456 51,266 60.70%
2016 96,641 60,145 62.20%
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16. 4£fE & D IR Ecological Resonance
17. 5 £ D IR Global Resonance
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SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY
1 2 3 4
12:30-1:30 8:30-2:00 8:30-12:30
Welcome Class & Interchange | Class (Krauss 012/
Orientation and and a 1-hr lunch Campus Center 309)
introductions break. (Krauss 012/
(Krauss 012) Campus Center 309) | 1:30-3:30
Hula Workshop
1:30-2:30 (Hemenway 201)
Placement testing
(Krauss 003 & 012)
2:30-4:30
Campus Tour &
Campus Activities
5 9 10 11
8:30-12:30 8:30-12:30 8:30-12:30 8:30-12:30 8:30-12:30
Class (Krauss 012/ Class & Interchange | OFF-CAMPUS Class & Interchange | Class (Krauss 012/
Campus Center 309) | (Krauss 012/ EDUCATIONAL (Krauss 012/ Campus Center 309)
Campus Center 309) | ACTIVITY (Bishop Campus Center 309)
Museum including
Parley Air Station)
12 13 14 15 16 17 18
8:30-12:30
Class (Krauss 012/
Campus Center 309)
12:30-2:00
Graduation
Luncheon (Campus
Center Executive
Dining Room)

* Each hour of instruction includes a 10-minute break.
** Students are responsible for possible expenses such as transportation and/or admission fees for Activities.
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Mt LTohhrroy « a—h4 ZA55HE
(English-Medium Instruction & AIRBEDOBEBL)

Tt

Central Asia and the Caucasus as Study Destinations
(An Overview of the Implementation of English-Medium Instruction)

Sei MATSUSHITA*

Keywords: English-Medium Instruction (EMI), Study Abroad, Emerging countries, Central

Asia, the Caucasus
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Book Review
Language Support for Immigrants in Japan:
Perspectives from Multicultural Community Building,
by Keiko Hattori, Makiko Shinya, Kurie Otachi (Ed)

Ananda KUMARA*

1 Foreign Labor in Japan: From the Recent
Past to the Present

According to the Public Employment Security
Office of the Ministry of Health, Labor and
Welfare, companies with less than 99 workers
had recruited many foreign workers compared to
other larger companies, and this ratio has been
increasing over the years rapidly. For example,
small companies with less than 99 workers had
recruited 51.5% of the foreign workers in 2009"
and in the year 2023”, this ratio has increased
up to 79.3%. In fact, even though the larger scale
companies also have been facing a difficulty in
recruiting a substantial number of workers, they
are in a comparatively stronger position to
recruit workers, both locally and internationally,
because of the wider networks and comparative
advantages over the small companies.

Recruitment of foreign employees became
popular during the early 90’s, along with the
change of immigration policy in 1989, the Ministry
of Justice amended the Immigration Control Act to
provide second- and third-generation descendants
of Japanese nationals who had emigrated to Brazil,
Peru, and other South American countries with
status of residence as permanent residents with no
restrictions on their right to work. Returnees from
China also received access to join any job
category, varying from unskilled to skilled jobs.

In fact, most of the companies which hired
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foreign workers are smaller-scale companies, as
noted earlier, and there is another important
reason for such companies to recruit foreign
workers. Besides finding a solution for labor
shortages, recruitment of foreign workers was
taken into consideration as a strategy for cost
reduction as well. What are the implications of
this situation?

While struggling for cost reduction through the
recruitment of foreign workers, many companies
had almost neglected the offering of sufficient
language training for the foreign workers. As a
result, even though many companies recruited
foreign workers, they only focused on the job
content to make sure the successful completion
of the assigned job tasks with the help of
language interpreters. However, the language
barrier and the lack of proper understanding
about Japanese culture brought many negative
effects on the society in the aspects such as the
garbage disposal, excessive loud noises because
of late-night family parties of foreign workers.
Since many companies did not pay sufficient
attention to solve this issue, community
organizations and those who are familiar with
foreign culture took the leadership to serve as a
bridge between the foreigners and the Japanese

community”.

2 The Structure and the Content of the Book
The book written by Hattori, Shinya and Otachi
(2023), entitled “Language Support for Immigrants



in Japan: Perspectives from Multicultural

Community Building””

is a compilation of several
case studies conducted in different parts of the
country and the literature review relating to the
above issues. This book describes how the
different stakeholders, including the individuals,
community organizations and semi-government
organizations have been trying to solve the
problems because of the language barrier of
foreigners. The writers have also used firsthand
data collected by themselves through several
independent research activities in selected local
cities and prefectures for both clarifying the
current situation and to make an analysis on how
to improve the situation.

This book categorizes information into two
sections and contains 10 chapters relating to the
issues on or relating to language learning by
foreign immigrants in Japan. The first part, with
two chapters, clarifies the history of immigration
policy and language support in Japan. The
second part mainly provides findings of empirical
surveys conducted in various parts of the country
by focusing on foreign immigrants in Japan.

Chapter 1 provides Japan’s measures for
accepting immigrants and the history of official
Japanese language education services provided
for selected categories of immigrants. The
categories of immigrants include refugees from
selected countries, returnees from China, and
technical intern trainees in the service sector
who have come to Japan under the Economic
Partnership Agreement to work as nurses and
long-term care providers. This part also makes
an analysis of the Act on Promotion of Japanese
Language Education. Key features of this act, as
well as the corresponding shortcomings.

Chapter 2 discusses about the role of
community-based Japanese language education
services in achieving a so-called “symbiotic
society” in Japan. This chapter also highlights
the practice of long-lasting volunteer-led
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Japanese language study support for foreign
immigrants. In addition, how some Japanese
volunteers have been assisting foreigners to
solve their day-to-day problems also is clarified
here.

In Chapter 3, different initiatives of selected
international associations at the regional level to
provide support for improving the Japanese
language ability of the immigrants are introduced.
A case study of Toyonaka City shows how an
international association established here has
been assisting foreigners to spend a comfortable
life. Different activities, including multilingual
consultancy services, international exchange
events, language exchange services, child and
youth support services, and international
understanding programs for the residents are
available in this city. This is a good example
where both parties are promoting mutual
interaction between the Japanese community and
foreign immigrants, while also assisting for
language learning.

Chapter 4 introduces the findings of an
empirical study focusing on community
members, university students, and residents
with foreign roots who serve as team members
to provide Japanese language learning support
for the foreign immigrants. This section contains
the findings of a questionnaire survey and
interviews focusing on those volunteer
supporters. In particular, several unique stories
relating to the foreign immigrants who served as
supporters to foreign immigrants also are
available. Chapter 5 highlights how Japanese
language learning support for the foreign
residents in selected rural areas is available.
Initiatives of the volunteers and community
members to assist foreign residence to overcome
the problems because of the language barriers
are introduced here. According to the
information in this chapter, besides language

learning efficiency of the following residence,
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this initiative has become a tool for improving
the trust between the foreign residents and the
Japanese community. In addition, the writer
proposes the importance of collaborative action
between the local governments and the
community members for solving the problems of
foreign workers. Chapter 6 focuses on empirical
evidence relating to the community effort in
teaching the Japanese language to refugees from
Myanmar. This chapter discusses about the
actual situation and issues relating to the
recognition of refugees in Japan and how the
government provides Japanese language
education to them.

Chapter 7 explains about the Japanese
language learning support program for technical
intern trainees in a Catholic Church. Being a
member of the learning support program for the
technical inter trainees, the writer has identified
typical problems faced by the foreign residents.
According to this case study, foreign interns did
not receive an opportunity to move with the
community. The writer discusses about the
prospects of giving the right attention to consider
these interns as a part of the community.

Chapter 8 focuses on the challenges of literacy
education for foreign residence particularly with
the focus on the kanji characters required for the
daily life. In particular, this chapter highlights
how literacy education can empower immigrant
learners and their lives. Chapter 9 focuses on the
life of tow Filipinas who were beyond the
ordinary school age when they arrived in Japan.
This chapter also discusses about the potential
role of “night schools” especially in assisting
foreign immigrants to develop their career in
Japan, based on the experiences of these Filipina
immigrants.

Chapter 10 focuses on literacy practices
ensuring education for resident Koreans in
Japan. While some resident Koreans are rich in

the aspect of literacy education, some more
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have a very low level of ability. This chapter
takes some examples from selected night schools
where resident Koreans, regardless of the age
levels, have been getting support of these night
schools for improving their literacy education.
These night schools have assisted the resident
Koreans to deepen their understanding about
the Japanese society, which also helps them to

be a part of the Japanese community.

3 Language Support for Immigrants: The
Past and Prospects for the Future

This book is a collection of basic empirical
research conducted by the writers themselves.
They have focused on the issues relating to the
Japanese language learning by different foreign
immigrant groups. As such, the data used for
analysis in this book are not just a kind of
statistical data published by some related
organizations, but a good stock of original data
purposely collected for compiling this book.
They also cover a wide range of foreign
immigrants categorized as old comers or
resident Koreans, newcomers such as foreign
technical intern trainees, refugees, with the
attention on the Japanese language education of
these foreign immigrants. Social structure,
cultural beliefs and lifestyles are different among
the specific foreign groups. Motives of the
language learning also may differ from among
the particular groups accordingly. However, we
cannot deny the fact that a foreigner cannot
spend a comfortable life in Japan without a
substantial level of Japanese language capability.

Data and findings of this book are of vital
importance for both the foreign community and
their Japanese counterparts, including the
corresponding private and government
organizations. The community members or
international exchange organizations played a
key role in providing language education support

for foreign immigrants, and the role played by



the government organizations is minimal.
Companies which recruit foreign immigrants also
did not pay sufficient attention to provide
Japanese language learning support, even though
they are the one which benefit by recruiting
foreign immigrants. In fact, the attitudes or the
approaches of the government and private sector
relating to the foreign immigrants were not
correct. Recruitment of foreign immigrants
benefits the industry, and eventually contributes
to keep the economic momentum to an
acceptable level. However, as found through the
empirical studies in this book, the role of
government organizations or the private sector
was almost minimal. Community organizations
or individuals who have realized that the
problems in front of their eyes have to be solved
immediately, without waiting until the
government or the private sector takes the right
initiative. At least, the responsible government
or private organizations should have supported
those who come to the front to solve the burning
problems because of the language and culture
barriers faced by the foreign immigrants. That is
the situation up to a few years back.

However, the situation has been changing
rapidly in the recent years. Several programs are
there now to accept foreigners with high
capabilities. Sound supporting systems for
procuring jobs in Japanese companies are available
for foreign students who are studying at Japanese
universities. Language barrier for such foreign
students will be minimal since the university
education system offers satisfactory Japanese
language education system. More over, as a
solution for the expanding labor gaps in several
major economic categories, the government is now
encouraging companies to recruit more foreign
people. In 2019, the government introduced a new
status of residence (Visa) category as SSW (Specially
specified skills), covering 12 occupation categories.

Before arriving in Japan, they are required to

JO-NILAMBREERA $£118%25 63

achieve a minimum level of Japanese language
ability and specific skill tests relating to their
occupations. If they acquire a substantial language
ability, coupled with a sound understanding about
the Japanese society, most of the problems faced
by Japan in the past may not occur again. As such,
the number of such foreign immigrants and the
occupational categories open for them will be
higher. What problems relating to these foreign
immigrants who will join the Japanese labor
market through these new occupational categories
have to be observed properly and to be addressed.
I believe that, with the wider knowledge gained by
the writers of this book, they are in a powerful
position to follow up the flow of these new foreign
immigrants and to come up with satisfactory

solutions for problems if occur in the future.
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